
“Twilight” vs. “New 
Moon” 

Last year the movie “Twi-
light” created cult-like madness 
among teenagers and young 
adults.  The movie, basically 
about a relationship between a 
sensitive girl and a charismatic 
vampire, is the first installment 
of a series of books written by 
Stephanie Meyer.  

According to director Cathe-
rine Hardwicke, the sequel “New 

Moon” will be better than “Twilight.”  The test now is not only to 
be better but also to be just as popular.

“Wall-E” vs. “Up”
“Wall-E” touched the hearts 

of moviegoers last year, as the 
rubbish-collecting robot that 
sets out on a space journey to 
save mankind.  But this year 
Disney Pixar has plans to take 
flight with their newest addi-
tion, “Up.”  

“Up” is the adventure be-
tween a 78-year-old man and an 
8-year-old boy who fly to South 

America in a house tied to thousands of balloons.  “Wall-E” received criti-
cal acclaim, so can “Up” produce the same soaring success?

What do you get when you 
have an Indian orphan, a 

gay elected official, a German trial 
lawyer, a disgraced president and a 
backwards-aging man?  

You can find out Feb. 22 when 
the 81st annual Academy Awards 
names the winner for “Best Picture.”  
The Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences recently announced its 

2008 Oscar nominations.  There are no real surprises, 
but, as always, the Oscars can be fickle.  Here are the 
nominees in the major categories.

Animated lion dancing, deafening firecrackers, li see (red money envelopes) 
and gau (Chinese rice pudding) are some of the many traditions that come 

to mind when celebrating “Kung Hee Fat Choy” or Chinese New Year.  
The most recognizable tradition is the Chinese zodiac, a twelve-year cycle 

represented by twelve animals: the rat, ox, tiger, rabbit, dragon, snake, horse, 
sheep, monkey, rooster, dog and pig.

Several ancient legends explain how the twelve animals came about.  Ac-
cording to one legend, the Jade Emperor held a race at the river bank and invit-
ed the entire animal kingdom to attend.  At the time, Rat and Cat were friends, 
but they were also poor swimmers.  They cleverly persuaded the naïve and 
courteous Ox to let them hitch a ride on his back.  Along the way, Rat shoved 
Cat off Ox’s back and into the river.  Before Ox could reach the finish line, Rat 
hastily leaped ashore to claim the victory, leaving Ox to finish second.   The rest 
of the animals were assigned their year according to their finish.  Cat didn’t 
place and to this day he vowed to forever avenge his former friend, Rat. 

Chinese believe that people inherit personality traits from the animal sign 
they were born under.

 

Ox
1925, 1937, 1949, 

1961, 1973, 1985, 1997
As we charge into the year 2009, we are led by the 

horns of the Ox, literally.  Hawaii born President, Barack 
Obama was born under the year of the Ox.  Those born under 
this sign are said to be born leaders and great organizers.  They 
are renowned for their backbreaking efforts and fearlessness 
when approaching difficult tasks as well as for their patience, 
but not so much for their creativity.  Though confident, Oxen 
are not the most thrilling people when it comes to romance, 

but they make ideal providers, dependable spouses and 
devoted parents.  Oxen live by the motto: Hard work 

pays off.  2009 is your year!  Everything is in 
your favor as long as you don’t 

wait too long.

Horse 1942, 1954, 1966, 1978, 1990
Intelligent, witty, independent, entertaining 
Life outlook: “A free spirit can never be held down”
2009: Steer clear of contracts and written agreements. Sheep 1943, 1955, 1967, 1979, 1991

Artistic, creative, charming, elegant
Life outlook: “Think outside the box.”
2009: You will achieve desired success.

Monkey 1932, 1944, 
1956, 1968, 1980, 1992 
Clever, prankster, talented, 
playful
Life outlook: “Let them 
laugh—I will be the one who 
laughs last.”
2009: Love will play with your 
heart and there’s nothing you 
can do about it.

Rooster 1933, 1945, 
1957, 1969, 1981, 1993
Motivated, confident, real-
istic, blunt
Life outlook: “I call it 
like I see it.”
2009: You may not get the 
message if you are talking 
too much.

Dragon 1940, 1952, 
1964, 1976, 1988, 2000   
Driven, risk-takers, flashy, 
courageous
Life outlook: “Just do it!”
2009: Stay away from gossip-
ing; it may cause unwanted 
attention. 

Dog 1934, 1946, 1958, 
1970, 1982, 1994
Loyal, kind, honest, inquisitive
Life outlook:  “I’ve got your 
back.”
2009: Your craft will be tested.

Boar 1935, 1947, 1959, 1971, 1983, 1995
Honest, calm, strong heart, loyal, 
thirsts for knowledge
Life outlook: “Caring is sharing.”
2009: Sure it’s fun now, but excessive behavior 
will be your downfall.

Snake 1941, 1953, 1965, 1977, 1989
Wise, intuitive, materialistic, 
problem-solvers 
Life outlook: “Don’t worry, I’ll take care of it.”
2009: Skip social events and take care of 
your health.

Rat 1936, 1948, 1960, 1972, 1984, 1996
Curious, imaginative, opportunistic, ambitious
Life outlook: “Don’t mistake my confidence for conceitedness.”
2009: Relax! Your nervous energy is affecting those close to 
you. 

Rabbit 1939, 1951, 
1963, 1975, 1987, 1999
Articulate, affectionate, 
expressive, peacemaker
Life outlook: “Isn’t it great 
to be loved.”
2009: Love, love, love!  
While you’re starry-eyed, 
watch out for where you’re 
going; it may be in the 
wrong direction.

Tiger 1938, 1950, 
1962, 1974, 1986, 1998
Sensitive, emotional, 
competitive, controlling
Life outlook: “Bring it on!”
2009: Knock on doors and 
new opportunities will open 
for you.

So what’s your sign?

Kung hee fat choy

In the far corner, we have the heavyweight movies of last year, grossing 
a record-breaking $1.7 billion in ticket sales.  In the near corner, we have 

the newcomer movies of this year, causing a stir among critics as one of 
the most highly anticipated year in movies.  

Who will win?  Well, with movies of similar themes and characters, 
it’s anybody’s guess.  Here is a list of the box-office matchups.

The competition is on. Check your newspaper movie listings for exact 
venues.

“Iron Man” vs. 
“Transformers: Revenge of the Fallen”

In 2008, “Iron Man” made the clashing of robots and nu-
clear warfare a cool thing—so much so, that it was the second-
highest grossing film of 2008.  

This year’s robotic wonder is Michael Bay’s “Transformers: 
Revenge of the Fallen.”  The sequel picks up with the Decepti-
cons seeking revenge against the Autobots.  But at a time when 
human frailty seems prevalent in movies, could the power of 
the Transformers still have impact?

“Horton Hears a Who” vs. 
“Where the Wild Things Are”

Dr. Seuss’ story about a compassionate el-
ephant that protects a speck of dust fared well 
in theatres during 2008.  This year’s adaptation 
of a classic children’s book is Spike Jonez’s, 
“Where the Wild Things Are.”  

Written by Maurice Sendak, the story is 
about a boy whose imagination takes him far 
away to a land of ferocious creatures. But is 
Jonez’s creation monstrous enough to leave a 
footprint like Horton’s?  

“Indiana Jones and the
 Crystal Skull” vs. 
“Angels and Demons”

Director Steven Spielberg took 
a risk by reviving the character of 
Indiana Jones in 2008 and pitting 
him against Soviet agents in an all-
out chase for a mysterious crystal 
skull.  Spielberg’s risk paid off 
nicely at the box-office.  

Three years after the first chap-
ter, Ron Howard will bring back “The Da Vinci Code’s” character Robert 
Langdon in a prequel film, “Angels and Demons.” In this film, Langdon 
is hired to solve a murder and to prevent a terrorist act against the Vati-
can.  Will the payoff of Howard’s revival be equal to its risk?

“The Dark Knight” vs. 
“X-Men Origins”

“The Dark Knight” nabbed the number 
one spot at the box-office in 2008.  The sequel, 
loosely based on the comic book series, intro-
duced the Joker as a new wave of chaos for 
Batman and Gotham city.  

In 2009, another comic story comes to life in 
“X-Men Origins,” when Wolverine meets his 
archenemy Sabretooth.  Will “X-Men Origins” 
work as a movie or will it be written off as just 
another comic book story?

Blockbusters ‘box’ it out
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BEST PICTURE: “Slumdog Millionaire,” “Milk,” 
“The Reader,” “Frost/Nixon,” “The Curious Case of 
Benjamin Button.”

ACTOR: Richard Jenkins, “The Visitor”; Frank 
Langella, “Frost/Nixon”; Sean Penn, “Milk;”; Brad 
Pitt, “The Curious Case of Benjamin Button”; Mickey 
Rourke, “The Wrestler.”

ACTRESS: Anne Hathaway, “Rachel Getting 
Married”; Angelina Jolie, “Changeling”; Melissa Leo, 
“Frozen River”; Meryl Streep, “Doubt”; Kate Winslet, 
“The Reader.”

SUPPORTING ACTOR: Josh Brolin, “Milk”; 
Robert Downey Jr., “Tropic Thunder”; Philip 
Seymour Hoffman, “Doubt”; Heath Ledger, “The 
Dark Knight”; Michael Shannon, “Revolutionary 
Road.”

SUPPORTING ACTRESS: Amy Adams, “Doubt”; 
Penelope Cruz, “Vicky Cristina Barcelona”; Viola 
Davis, “Doubt”; Taraji P. Henson, “The Curious Case 
of Benjamin Button”; Marisa Tomei, “The Wrestler.”

DIRECTOR:  David Fincher, “The Curious Case 
of Benjamin Button”; Ron Howard, “Frost/Nixon”; 
Gus Van Sant, “Milk”; Stephen Daldry, “The Reader”;

Danny Boyle, “Slumdog Millionaire.”

ANIMATED FEATURE FILM: “Bolt”; “Kung Fu 
Panda”; “WALL-E.”
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